
STATUS OF MINORS AND CHILD SUPPORT (EXCERPT)
Act 293 of 1968

722.4c Hearing; issuance of emancipation order; burden of proof; retaining copy of order;
emancipation obtained by fraud voidable; appeal.
Sec. 4c. (1) The hearing shall be before a judge or referee sitting without a jury. If the minor requests that

the hearing be before a judge, the hearing shall be before a judge and not before a referee.
(2) The court shall issue an emancipation order if it determines that emancipation is in the best interest of

the minor and the minor establishes all of the following:
(a) That the minor's parent or guardian does not object to the petition; or if a parent or guardian objects to

the petition, that the objecting parent or guardian is not providing the minor with support.
(b) That the minor is at least 16 years of age.
(c) That the minor is a resident of the state.
(d) That the minor has demonstrated the ability to manage his or her financial affairs, including proof of

employment or other means of support. “Other means of support” does not include general assistance or aid to
families with dependent children administered under the social welfare act, Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of
1939, being sections 400.1 to 400.121 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(e) That the minor has the ability to manage his or her personal and social affairs, including, but not limited
to, proof of housing.

(f) That the minor understands his or her rights and responsibilities under this act as an emancipated minor.
(3) A minor who petitions the court for emancipation shall have the burden of showing by a preponderance

of evidence that emancipation should be ordered.
(4) If the court issues an emancipation order, the court shall retain a copy of the order until the

emancipated minor becomes 25 years of age.
(5) An emancipation obtained by fraud is voidable. Voiding such an order does not affect an obligation,

responsibility, right, or interest that arose during the period of time the order was in effect.
(6) The minor or a parent or guardian of the minor may file an appeal from the court's grant or denial of an

emancipation petition. The appeal shall be filed in the court of appeals.
History: Add. 1988, Act 403, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989.

Popular name: Emancipation of Minors Act
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